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This case study delves into the complexities of abusive relationships and how they can perpetuate over 

time. The story follows Sarah, a young woman who falls in love with her partner, Mark, but soon discovers 

that he is emotionally and physically abusive. Sarah tries to leave the relationship several times, but each 

time, Mark apologizes and promises to change. Eventually, Sarah becomes trapped in the cycle of abuse, 

where the periods of violence are followed by apologies and promises of change. 

The case study explores the different types of abuse that Sarah experiences, such as verbal abuse, physical 

violence, and emotional manipulation. It also examines the reasons why Sarah finds it difficult to leave 

the relationship, including fear, guilt, and a lack of support from family and friends. 

Through Sarah's story, the case study aims to highlight the warning signs of abusive relationships, the 

impact of abuse on victims, and the importance of seeking help and support. It also emphasizes the need 

for education and awareness on this issue, and the role of society in breaking the cycle of abuse. 

 

Background Information 

 

Sarah and Mark's relationship started like any other. They met at a party, and there was an instant spark 

between them. They started dating, and everything seemed perfect. However, looking back, there were 

some early signs of trouble. Mark would often make comments that made Sarah feel small, and he would 

get jealous easily. But Sarah was in love and overlooked these red flags. As their relationship progressed, 

the abuse became more frequent and intense. Sarah became trapped in the cycle of abuse, where Mark 

would apologize and promise to change, only to repeat the abusive behavior. This background information 

sets the stage for understanding how Sarah fell victim to abusive behavior and became trapped in a toxic 

relationship. 

 

The First Instance of Abuse 

 

Sarah's first instance of abuse from Mark was a verbal altercation. They were having an argument, and 

Mark started yelling and belittling Sarah. She was terrified and humiliated, but she didn't perceive the 

conduct as abusive at the time. Sarah tried to calm Mark down, but he wouldn't listen, and the argument 

continued to escalate. After the altercation, Sarah was left feeling confused and alone. She didn't tell 

anyone about what had happened, fearing they would judge her or think less of her. Sarah didn't try to 
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leave the relationship, hoping that things would improve, and Mark would apologize for his behavior. 

However, this was just the beginning of a long cycle of abuse that would continue to get worse over time. 

 

The Apology and Promises 

 

After the first instance of abuse, Mark apologized to Sarah and promised to change his behavior. He told 

Sarah that he was stressed and didn't mean what he said. Mark promised to seek help and work on 

himself. Sarah was relieved to hear Mark apologize and was hopeful that things would improve. She 

wanted to believe that Mark would change, and their relationship could go back to how it was in the 

beginning. Sarah decided to give Mark another chance, thinking that he deserved the benefit of the doubt. 

However, this apology and promise of change were just a tactic used by Mark to keep Sarah in the 

relationship and continue the cycle of abuse. 

 

The Cycle of Abuse Continues 

 

Despite Mark's promises of change, the cycle of abuse continued for Sarah. The verbal altercations 

became more frequent, and Mark started using physical abuse, hitting and pushing Sarah. He would later 

apologize, blaming his behavior on his stress or alcohol consumption, and promise to change. However, 

over time, Sarah realized that these apologies were empty, and Mark's behavior wasn't going to change. 

The cycle of abuse perpetuated, and Sarah's confidence and self-esteem became eroded. She started to 

believe that she deserved this treatment and that nobody would believe her if she told them what was 

happening. Mark's control over her continued to grow, and Sarah felt trapped and alone in the 

relationship. 

 

Trapped in the Cycle of Abuse 

 

Sarah became trapped in the cycle of abuse, where the periods of violence were followed by apologies 

and promises of change from Mark. Her fear of what would happen if she tried to leave the relationship, 

along with guilt for not being able to fix things, prevented her from seeking help. Additionally, Mark had 

isolated her from her friends and family, making it even harder for her to leave. Sarah felt like nobody 

would believe her if she spoke up, and that nobody cared about her. As a result, she stayed in the 

relationship, feeling trapped and helpless. The cycle of abuse continued, and Sarah's situation became 

increasingly dangerous. 
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Seeking Help and Support 

 

Sarah finally reaches a breaking point and decides to seek help and support to escape the cycle of abuse. 

She confides in a trusted friend who encourages her to seek counseling and contact a domestic violence 

hotline. With their guidance, Sarah is able to develop a safety plan and access resources for support, such 

as a shelter or legal aid. Through counseling, she learns about healthy relationships and begins to rebuild 

her confidence and self-esteem. Sarah takes steps to recover her life and find a future free from abuse, 

even though leaving an abusive relationship can be hard and dangerous. 

 

Breaking the Cycle of Abuse 

 

After seeking help and support, Sarah realizes that leaving the abusive relationship is the best option for 

her safety and well-being. She creates a safety plan and confides in friends and family for support. Breaking 

the cycle of abuse is not easy, and Sarah faces many challenges such as healing from trauma and rebuilding 

her self-esteem. She may struggle with feelings of guilt and shame, but with the help of therapy and 

support groups, she begins to rebuild her life. Sarah's journey to recovery may be a long and difficult one, 

but by breaking the cycle of abuse, she is taking a brave step towards a healthier and happier future. 

 

Conclusion and Reflection 

 

In conclusion, Sarah's story is a clear example of the cycle of abuse that many victims of domestic violence 

experience. Through her journey, we can see how the abuse started with small signs that she ignored, and 

how the apologies and promises of change from her abuser only perpetuated the cycle of abuse. 

Eventually, Sarah was able to seek help and support, and break free from the relationship. However, the 

aftermath of the abuse left her with challenges such as healing from trauma and rebuilding her self-

esteem. Sarah's story highlights the importance of education, awareness, and support for victims of 

abusive relationships, and the need for society to take a strong stance against domestic violence. 
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Abusive Relationship Statistics 

 

According to data collected by the National Domestic Violence Hotline and other US agencies, the statistics 

on abusive relationships in the United States are staggering. Here are a few key findings: 

  

 

A projected 10 million Americans will be victims of domestic violence in 2023, citing 

worldpopulationreview.com (World Population Reviews, 2023).  

Every 9 seconds in the United States in 2023, a woman will be the victim of an attack or beating, as 

reported by domesticviolencestatistics.org (Domestic shelters, n.d.). 

One third of women, or about 736 million, experience physical or sexual violence by an intimate partner 

or sexual violence from a non-partner at some point in their lives, and this percentage has stayed 

relatively stable over the previous decade. 

➢ More than 10 million American women and men experience physical violence at the hands of 

an     intimate partner each year, or about 20 people each minute. 

 

➢ With consequences like physical harm, psychological trauma, the need for victim services, the 

spread of STDs, and more, 1 in 4 women and 1 in 9 men have experienced severe sexual or 

domestic physical violence, close partner contact sexual violence, and/or romantic partner 

stalking. 

 

➢ One-third of women and one-quarter of men will experience physical abuse from an intimate 

relationship at some point in their lives. 

 

➢ Intimate partner violence affects one in seven women and one in twenty-five men. 

 

➢ Intimate partner abuse affects 1 in 4 women and 1 in 7 men at some point in their lives. 
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How to Break the Abusive Cycle and get support in the United States 
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If you are in an abusive relationship or know someone who is, there are many resources available in 

the USA that can help. Here are a few: 

National Domestic Violence Hotline: 1-800-799-SAFE (7233) 1 

National Sexual Assault Hotline: 1-800-656-HOPE (4673) 1 

National Teen Dating Abuse Helpline: 1-866-331-9474 1 

These hotlines can offer you the assistance, information, and referrals to local groups that can assist 

you in leaving an abusive relationship and remaining safe. 
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